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Mandatory Minimum Sentencing
Ethical Concerns
One of the ethical concerns pertaining to mandatory minimum sentencing is racial disparities. Notably, sentencing discretion in mandatory minimum sentencing has not been eliminated, and therefore there are possibilities of lack of uniformity in sentence charges for different offenses. Instead of eliminating sentencing discretion, mandatory minimum sentencing has just shifted such discretion from the authority of judges to that of prosecutors (Bernick& Larkin, 2014). Another ethical concern is the credibility of prosecutors. Basically, prosecutors do not undergo any training for sentencing, and they do not practice transparency in exercising discretion. In addition, prosecutors are not entitled to adequate incentives that can guarantee the responsible exercise of discretion.     
Role of Forensic Psychology Professionals
The suspects in mandatory minimum sentencing may either be of good sound mind or mentally disadvantaged. Therefore, forensic psychology professionals determine if the suspects before a criminal case trial are mentally competent to accept criminal charges. Generally, forensic psychologists are more concerned with suspects who are not of their own free will. In addition, forensic psychology professionals work jointly with the agencies mandated to enforce the law in developing criminal profiles based on their psychological characteristics (Bernick & Larkin, 2014). Forensic psychologists are mandated to study criminal behavior and addressed any concepts for the theories of psychology that may be related to legal issues.
Criminal Punishment
Criminals who have committed different crimes are subjected to different criminal punishments (Garrett et al., 2017). Such punishments include community service, imprisonment, and death sentence. If I were to address one key issue in criminal punishment, it would be that of the death penalty. Amnesty International states that capital punishment, also known as the death penalty, is a cold-blooded murder of the convicted suspect. I think the death penalty is a violation of the right to life that is recognized both in the constitution and religious books. Besides, a death sentence does not help reform the criminal suspect. Criminal charges should help the suspects reform their bad behaviors, and this is rarely evident in death sentences.     
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